
 

 

 



SREE NARAYANA COLLEGE CHENGANNUR 

SANKAR’S DAY- 48TH DEATH ANNIVERSARY OF SRI. R SANKAR 

The 48th Death Anniversary of Sri R. Sankar ,Founder Manager Sree Narayana Colleges, Sree 

Narayana Trust, Kollam was observed on 7th November 2020. 

The Regional Development Committee Members, Principal and staff of Sree Narayana 

College Chengannur organized various functions to commemorate the day. The 

commemorative function was held in Google Meet Platform at 10.30am. Dr. A. V Anandaraj,  

Convenor, Sub-RDC Chengannur inaugurated the function. Sri. Anil P Sreerangam preside 

the function. All staff members and students participated in the programme 

About the function….. 

Principal   Smt. K Shereen 

Sree Narayana Trusts was formed in 1952; Shri. R. Sankar was the first General Secretary of 

the S.N Trusts. Under his stewardship, S.N Trusts, named after Narayana Guru, functioned 

effectively and efficiently. The main intention behind the formation of S.N Trusts is to 

manage the educational institutions under S.N.D.P Yogam. The institutions operated by the 

Trust follow their spiritual guide's footsteps, trying to create strength through organisation 

and to seek liberation through education. The Trust aims to realize the high ideals of its 

namesake, who professed the welfare of all without any discrimination on the basis of caste, 

creed or religion. It was formed by the former Chief Minister of Kerala, Shri. R. Sankar in 

1952 to manage the Sree Narayana College, Kollam. Later, more educational institutions 

were started in other parts of Kerala for the upliftment of the socially and educationally 

backward strata of society. Today, the Trust runs numerous educational institutions and 

hospitals. 

Sri Anil P Sreerangam…..  

Sri. R Sankar  was born to Raman and Kunjaliamma on 30 April 1909 in Kuzhikkalidavaka 

village in Puthoor, Kollam district. He did his formal education in the Puthoor Primary 

School and later continued in an English School in Kottarakkara. In 1924, he joined 

Maharajas College (present University College) to gain a degree in Chemistry. He was 

supported financially for his education by a wealthy relative, as his father could not afford the 

expenses. He also worked as a teacher for a short span of time before he moved to 
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the Government Law College, Thiruvananthapuram in 1933.His appointment as principal of 

Sivagiri High School made him associate with the activities of the Sree Narayana Dharma 

Paripalana Yogam (SNDP Yogam). He talked about the social injustice prevalent in those 

days, particularly the discriminatory attitude shown towards backward class communities, 

and also equal opportunities for backward classes. 

The educational reforms brought in by Sri R Sankar have played a crucial role in the 

education sector of Kerala. Sri R Sankar, by creating more educational facilities pawed the 

way for socially backward classes of Kerala to reach the main stream of society  

Dr. A. V Anandaraj….. 

Sri. R Sankar  believed and followed the principle of Sri Narayana Guru..”Enlightenment 

through education “.He was drawn to freedom movement and became an active member of 

the Indian National Congress in Travancore State. After India’s independence he focused his 

attention on strengthening the Congress party 

Later, he took a break from the Congress party and began to work in the SNDP Yogam. 

During his long association with the SNDP Yogam of over 13 years, he served as its General 

Secretary for over a span of 10 years and President and Chief of the SN Trust. Under his 

leadership the SNDP Yogam gave emphasis to the field of education and started many 

educational institutions. SNDP Yogam celebrated its Golden Jubilee year while Sankar was 

the General Secretary in 1953. As part of a year-long celebration he organised an Exhibition 

in Kollam which is marked in the history of the State as 'SNDP Kanaka Jubilee' 

Sankar returned to the Congress and was elected to the Travancore State Assembly in 1948. 

He also became the member of the Travancore-Cochin State Assembly from 1949 to 1956. 

Sankar was member of the Constituent Assembly and also member of the Franchise and 

Delimitation Commission and the Reforms Committee constituted after the introduction of 

the Responsible Government. 

He led the Congress party as Kerala Pradesh Congress Committee (KPCC) President during 

the Vimochana Samaram (Liberation Struggle) in 1958. The Congress won the elections in 

1960 under R. Sankar’s leadership. Though Congress gained majority of seats in the 

Elections of 1960 to the Kerala Legislative Assembly, Pattom Thanupillai of the Praja 

Socialist Party was given the Chief Ministership (CM) and Sankar became the Deputy Chief 

Minister in the Pattom Thanupillai ministry. He handled the portfolio of Finance from 1960  
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Sankar died at the age of 63 on 7 November 1972. The Assembly paid its homage to him on 

13 November 1972.  

 


